History Reclaimed:

Authentic American Vintage
Lumber from the Finnegan
1867 Barn in Keeseville, NY




Keeseville, New York

The Town of Chesterfielthwhich the hamlet of Keeseville resides, was formed in 1802 by
partition from Willsborough Lake Champlain forms its easternmost boundary, whileAth®able
River marks the north western edge of the town. The town was well situated geographically to
0S I YF22N) NI YaLR2NIFGA2Y OSYUGSNI RdAdNAY3I (K
world via Lake Champlain and the St. Lawrence River.

Algonquin Indians had an established village at Alice Falls, above the chasmAwrStide

River, and on Auger Lake. From these base camp#lgfomquinshunted throughout the
Adirondacks and thepresence slowed settlement to the area. It is believed that Chesterfield
was named by early settlers in honor of their former New England homes, asajoeity of

early Essex County settlers came from New England.

TheAuSableRiver drops precipitously through its final stretch in Chesterfield creating locations
for power dams at Anderson Falls in Keeseville, just abovAulsableChasm. Manufacturing

began in 1808 with a carding afdling plant taking advantage of the first dam on the river. By
1816, the manufacture of nails, soon to be Keeseville's principal industry, had begun. It was hert
that the first machine in the United States for making cut nails with headsleveloped and
patented. Despite setbacks of periodic floods and fires, production of secondary products of the
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buildings that were built during the town's early industrial heyday.
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TheFinnegans

Thelrish Potato Faminwas a period of mass starvation, disease and emigration in Ireland
between 1845 and 1852. At the beginning of the famine about®bd F 1 Ka 2F (G KS L
population was solely reliant on this cheap crop and the potato blight resulted in approximately
1 million people dying and a million more emigrating from Ireland. Having lost nearly 25% of its
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According to therlsh Immigrants: New York Port Arrival Recortds, believed John and Mary
Finnegan emigrated from Ireland and arrived in New York on 6 Nov 18bheoEnterprisalong

with 226 other passengers who embarked from Liverpool, England. John and Mary then travelec
300 miles north and settled in Chesterfield, NY.

John and Mary lived in a wooden house and had their first child, Jayesr after arriving in

1852. Hewas soon followedby six siblings: John born in 1854; Ellen born in 1856; Thomas born
in 1858; Daniel born in 1860; Patrick born in 1862; and finally Michael in 1864.
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According to the Census of the state of New York for 1855, neither John nor his wife Mary could
read or write. However, by 1867 his success at farming had allowed John and his fdmilg o
new onestory brick home, at the corner of Mace Chasm Road and Port Douglas Road.
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The Barn

Shortly thereafter, in 1867 the main barn was constructed to support the families farming
operations across Mace Chasm Road. Built on a field$tamelationand constructed from a
varietyof hardwood and softwood trees that wetervested fronthe property, the post and

beams were massive in size. Marfythe timbersutilized in this Englisktyle queenpost barn,
measured over 11 inches x 11 inches and some 30 feet from end td'kad0 foot by 40 foot
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In the years following, given the continued success of the Finnegan faopérgtion, an

I RRAGA2Y I f o likély mBvediromCanodher gafarnlortothe end of the existing

barn; making aew totalbarn footprint of 30 feeby nearly 100 feet long.




